
A binder cover, 
spines, back cover, 
and all of your math 

sub plans for the 
month are included!
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Copies for students pages and a lesson checklist are 
included to make your prep easy peasy! Then, each 
math lesson includes: A quick math review, fluency 

practice, math riddle activity, word problem activity, 
backwards story problem activity, and a math game. 

LESSON #1 PLANS PICTURED BELOW.
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Wherever needed, differentiated content is included 
in the plans for 5th and 6th grades. These are subtly 

marked with icons so you can easily tell which is 
which. You can utilize the grade level version or use 

both for differentiation.
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Each lesson ends with a “What’s the Question?” Backwards 
story problem. The students are given an answer and need to 
come up with a problem that has their answer. Then, they will 

brainstorm who and what the problem is about, write the 
story problem, the equation, and make a diagram. A color by 

number is included for fast finishers!
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Each lesson ends with a “What’s the Question?” Backwards story 
problem. The students are given an answer and need to come up 
with a problem that has their answer. Then, they will brainstorm 

who and what the problem is about, write the story problem, the 
equation, and make a diagram. 
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Each lesson ends with a “What’s the Question?” Backwards 
story problem. The students are given an answer and need to 
come up with a problem that has their answer. Then, they will 

brainstorm who and what the problem is about, write the 
story problem, the equation, and make a diagram. A color by 
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Kids can play the memory game or war with the 
same set of playing cards! 
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Students will LOVE this themed board 

game with addition, subtraction, and story 
problems!

COLOR & BLACK AND WHITE INCLUDED!
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Thank “Boo”!
Thank you for filling in for my class today! I hope you 

enjoy your time with my class as much as I do!

Thank “Boo”!
Thank you for filling in for my class today! I hope you 

enjoy your time with my class as much as I do!

Wishing you a spook-free day!

Wishing you a spook-free day!



How Did The Day Go?

Other Notes: 
________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________

Substitutes: Scan the QR Code to check out the 
Substitute’s Resource Binder!

Students who did great/struggled:
________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________

We didn’t get to:
________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________



Substitute Punch Cards
You can use these however you decide! They are a great 
behavior incentive that are special for when you have a sub. 
You can decide rewards and incentives for filling up a card. 



Math Lessons Checklist
qPlease use ALL of the lessons listed below for a full 

single day of sub plans.

qPlease use the checked lessons below during the 
MATH block. 

Lesson #1:
qQuick Math Review
qFluency Practice
qRiddle: Ghost
qWord Problems: Spooky Story Problems
qWhat’s The Problem?
qCard Game: Multiplication War
qColor by Number: Candy Corn Craze
Lesson #2:
qQuick Math Review
qFluency Practice
qRiddle: Singing Goblins
qWord Problems: Mummy Math
qWhat’s The Problem?
qBoard Game: Along Came a Spider
qColor by Number: Witch Color?
Lesson #3:
qQuick Math Review
qFluency Practice
qRiddle: Zombie
qWord Problems: Haunted Word Problems
qWhat’s The Problem?
qCard Game: Go Fish
qColor by Number: My Friend Frank



Math Lesson #1
You will need:
• October Lesson #1 Quick Math Review- One copy for every student. 

Instructions: 

• Tell the students that they will be completing a five question math review on their 
own (without a partner).

• Pass out the Quick Math Review and tell students that you’ll check with them in 7-
10 minutes to see if they need more time.

• When you check back with them, have students show on their hands how much 
time they feel they still need to complete the review. (This can range from 0-10).

• Once complete, solve each problem as a class to correct the assignment. 

• If there are any fast finishers you can have them write their own review problem 
on the back of the page. Once they’ve written their problem they may solve it.

Notes: ____________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________________

You will need:
• October Lesson #1 Fluency Practice- One copy for every student. 

Instructions: 

• Tell the students that they will be completing a twenty problem fluency 
worksheet.

• Pass out the Fluency Practice Worksheet and tell students that they should work 
in order from #1-20 trying their best to solve each problem. If there is a problem 
they do not know how to solve they should circle it and move on. If they finish 
before their time is up they need to go back and try to solve any circled problems.

• Once complete, solve each problem as a class to correct the assignment. 

• If there are any fast finishers you can have them write a story problem on the 
back of their paper to accompany one of the fluency problems from the 
worksheet. 

Notes: ____________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________________

Fluency Practice

Quick Math Review

13
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Quick Math Review
Name_____________________

Find the Answer
38×71=____________
59×86=____________
18×52=____________
57×128=____________

Round Decimals

56.43
Nearest whole number_______

Nearest tenth _______________

945.28
Nearest whole number_______

Nearest tenth _______________

Lucy’s picked a pumpkin at the 
pumpkin patch that weighed 3.16 
pounds. Her brother, Thomas, 

picked one that weighed 10 times as 
much. How much did Thomas’s 

pumpkin weigh?

_____________________________________
_____________________________________

Equivalent fractions

3
21=

6
18

2
18

4
24

=

=

=

Write Numbers In Expanded Form

294.299
_____________________________________________________
386.823
_____________________________________________________
845.107
_____________________________________________________
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Quick Math Review
Name_____________________

Natalie gave half of her pumpkins 
to Hal, Then she gave half of what 
she had left to Suzie. If Natalie has 
7 pumpkins left, how many did she 

start with?

_____________________________________
_____________________________________
_____________________________________

Greatest Common Factors
1. 8 & 42
________________________________
2. 13 & 31
________________________________
3. 7 & 56
________________________________

Least Common Multiples
1. 2 & 7
________________________________
2. 4 & 10
________________________________
3. 4 & 5
________________________________

Find the Variable
When x = 85
Find 2x - 10

_________

When x = 16
Find  3x - 11

_________

When x = 6
Find 5x + 18

_________

When x = 27
Find x + 71

_________

There are 12 animals in a house. 
They are all cats and bats. If there 

are 4 more cats than bats, how 
many of each animal are there?

_____________________________________
_____________________________________
_____________________________________
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Math Lesson #1
Word Problems: Spooky Story Problems

You will need:
•One copy of word problem worksheets for each student
•If you have a SMART board, have the word problem page ready to go. 

Instruction:
• Students will be learning some strategies to help them find the important 

information in story problems. Write the following story problem on the board (or 
use the word problem page on the SMART board if that technology is available): 
Connor’s pumpkin weighs 10 times more than Izzy’s. Izzy’s pumpkin weighs 2.7 
pounds. How much does Connor’s pumpkin weigh?

• Ask the students what NUMBERS they will need to use to solve the problem. Have 
students raise their hand and give you one number at a time. Circle the numbers 
(numbers here). 

• Ask the students what they are looking for in the problem. Underline that 
information in the problem (write what that information is here). 

• Tell the students that by finding this information FIRST, we are “decoding” our 
problems and making sure that it is exactly what we need to find. Now that they 
have this information, give students a few minutes to solve the problem on their 
own. (Have each student get out a blank piece of paper). Observe when most 
students seem to be done. Then go over the problem as a class.

• Pass out a copy of the Spooky Story Problems to each student. If the students 
seem to understand the concepts, you may have the students begin working on the 
worksheets on their own. If they still have questions, you can do the first problem 
or two as a class, then have the students work on their own.

• As the students work, walk around the class to answer questions and ensure the 
students are on task. Remind students to circle the numbers they will be using and 
underline what they are trying to find, THEN solve the problem.  Fast finishers may 
silent read. 

• Go over all of the problems as a class. For each problem, have students point out 
the important numbers and what they need to find from the problem. 

Notes: ______________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________
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Spooky Story Problems
To solve these words problems, use your word problem solving strategies! First, circle any 
numbers you will need to use to solve the problem. Then, underline the part that tells you 

what you’re looking for. Once you pull that important information from each word 
problem, solve it! You may need to use addition, subtraction, multiplication, division, or a 

combination. Make sure to explain your reasoning. 

Name______________________

There are some purple and orange 
candies in a bowl. There are 3 

times as many purple candies than 
orange ones. If there are 32 

pieces of candy in all, how many 
orange candies are there?

____________________________
_________________________

If Brayden the bat says Boo 9 times every minute, how many 
times will he say Boo in 12 minutes?

______________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________

Wendy the witch has a favorite 
number. It is two digits that total 
12 when added together. It is an 
even number and less than 50. 

What is Wendy’s favorite number?

____________________________
__________________________

Tickets for the haunted house are 
$4.00 for adults and $2.00 for 
children. How much would Heidi 

have to pay for two adults and 
three children?

____________________________
_________________________

Zoe is having a Halloween party and is 
inviting 13 friends. She wants to put 15 
candy corns in each goodie bag. How 
many candy corns will she need to 

buy?

____________________________
__________________________
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Spooky Story Problems
To solve these words problems, use your word problem solving strategies! First, circle any 
numbers you will need to use to solve the problem. Then, underline the part that tells you 

what you’re looking for. Once you pull that important information from each word 
problem, solve it! You may need to use addition, subtraction, multiplication, division, or a 

combination. Make sure to explain your reasoning. 

Name______________________

Michael Mummy has to scare 12 people 
per hour on Halloween night in order to 

earn his candy. If it is 9:00pm and he has 
until midnight, how many people will he 

need to scare?

____________________________
_________________________

Jack bought a 10 pound pumpkin. When he carved it for Halloween he 
removed     of it’s weight. How much does the pumpkin weigh after being 

carved?

______________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________

Monica brings ghost cookies to share 
with her class on Halloween. If she 

brings a bag of 115 cookies and there 
are 23 students in her class, how 

many cookies will each student get?

____________________________
__________________________

Jasmine has 68 pieces of candy in 
her bucket. If she eats 4 pieces 
of candy each day, how many 

days will it be until her candy runs 
out?

____________________________
_________________________

Hogan orders 8 pizzas for his 
Halloween party. If each pizza costs 
$8, how much will a 20% tip cost him?

____________________________
__________________________

2
3
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Math Lesson #1
What’s The Question?

You will need:
• October Lesson #1 What’s The Question worksheet(s)- One copy of each for every 

student. 

Instructions: 

• Tell the students that they will be working with a partner to solve a problem 
backwards today. They are going to be given an answer and they’ll need to come up 
with the question for it. 

• There are three parts to this assignment: brainstorming, outline, and the final 
“What’s the Question?” worksheet.

• Assign students into pairs as you see fit. (Make sure each person fills out their 
own pages).

• Explain to students that the first part of the assignment will be the 
brainstorming worksheet where they will be given their answer. In the thought 
bubbles they need to write down different expressions that would equal the 
answer they are given. 

• The second part of the assignment is the outline. They will choose ONE of the 
expressions from their brainstorming worksheet to use in their question. The 
outline asks: who, what, and where. There is an optional, how, section as well.

• Tell students that they need to write down different options for WHO their 
question is about. (ex: Karen, Jack, Billy, Sue)

• Once they finish the who section they need to write down options in the WHAT
section. (ex: swimming, hiking, riding bikes, watching a movie)

• Finally, they need to fill out the WHERE section. (ex: grandma’s, backyard, 
playground, grocery store)

• The final part of the What’s the Question assignment is to put it altogether in one 
place. Students need to select one of their options for WHO, one option for WHAT, 
and one option for WHERE. They should be able to flow well in a story problem. (ex: 
Karen, swimming, grandma’s house) You wouldn’t have Karen be swimming at the 
grocery store!

• On the lines labeled, “My Problem”, students need to write their story problem 
that includes the WHO, WHAT, and WHERE that they chose.

• In the box labeled, “My Expression”, students need to write the expression they 
chose. This can be found in the thought bubble on the outline worksheet.

• The last box labeled, “My Diagram”, is a space where students need to create ONE 
diagram to go with their story problem. (ex: chart, graph, table, array, etc)

Notes: ____________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________________
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What’s The Question? 
Brainstorming

Name:______________________________

Think of as many problems as you can that will equal the answer provided.

The answer is:

15



What’s The Question?
Outline

Name:______________________________

Pick one of the answer options from the brainstorming page and write it in the box below. Then, fill in the lines for 
possible details to the problem. Extra Information is optional and could be things like: when, why, or how. 

The problem you chose:

WHO: ________________________________

________________________________

________________________________

_______________________________________

WHAT: ______________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________

WHERE: ___________________________________________

_____________________________________________________

___________________________________

__________________________________

EXTRA INFO (Optional): 

___________________________________

27
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What’s The Question? 
Name:______________________________

Mix and match one detail from each section of the outline page to write a story problem that when solved, 
equals the answer given on your brainstorming page. In one box at the bottom you will write the 

expression you chose from your outline page. In the other box you will create a math diagram to go with 
your problem. (Table, graph, chart, etc.)

My Problem: ______________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________

My Expression My Diagram





Along Came a Spider Dice & Markers

Dice 
Instructions:

1) Cut around 
the solid lines.

2) Fold on the 
dotted lines.

3) Glue or tape 
into a cube 
shape.

Optional Game 
Marker Cutouts:

4 6 3

87

5

2

1
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